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EXECUTI VE ORDERS

State of North Qarolina

ROY COOPER
GOVERNOR

January 27, 2021
EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 189
FURTHER EXTENSION OF THE MODIFIED STAY AT HOME ORDER

WHEREAS, on March 10, 2020, the undersigned issued Executive Order No. 116 which
declared a State of Emergency to coordinate the state’s response and protective actions to address
the Coronavirus Disease 2019 (*COVID-197) public health emergency and provide for the health,
safety, and welfare of residents and visitors located in North Carolina: and

WHEREAS, on March 11, 2020, the World Health Organization declared COVID-19 a
global pandemic: and

WHEREAS. on March 13. 2020. the President of the United States issued an emergency
declaration for all states, tribes, territories, and the District of Columbia, retroactive to March 1,
2020, and the President declared that the COVID-19 pandemic in the United States constitutes a
national emergency: and

WHEREAS, on March 25, 2020, the President approved a Major Disaster Declaration,
FEMA-4487-DR, for the State of North Carolina: and

WHEREAS, in responding to the COVID-19 pandemic, and for the purpose of protecting
the health, safety, and welfare of the people of North Carolina, the undersigned has issued
Executive Order Nos. 116-122, 124-125, 129-131, 133-136, 138-144, 146-153, 155-157, 161-165,
169-173. 176-177, 180-181, 183-185, and 188: and

WHEREAS. the undersigned has taken a science and data-driven approach to
implementing public health measures to curb the spread of the virus and to advance the state’s
economy in a safe and effective way, which is in the best interests of all North Carolinians: and

WHEREAS, on September 30. 2020, the undersigned issued Executive Order No. 169.
which transitioned the state into Phase 3 of its COVID-19 response: and

WHEREAS, concerning trends then led the undersigned to implement further public
health measures, including a more protective numerical limit on indoor gatherings, requiring Face
Coverings in additional settings, requiring night-time closure to the public for certain businesses
and activities, and directing that all North Carolinians stay at home, with exceptions, between the
hours of 10:00 pm and 5:00 am every day: and

WHEREAS. these provisions are part of Executive Order No. 181 (the “Modified Stay at
Home Order™), which was extended by Executive Order No. 188; and
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EXECUTI VE ORDERS

Continuing Dangers from COVID-19: Importance of Statewide Vaccination Efforts

WHEREAS, over recent days in North Carolina, due to the measures taken to-date by the
undersigned and due to the resilience and persistence of all North Carolinians, there have been
modest improvements in some of the state’s key COVID-19 metrics, relative to recent weeks; and

WHEREAS, specifically, as of the date of this Executive Order, the state is experiencing
a sustained leveling of COVID-19 daily diagnoses, and a sustained slight decline in the percent of
total COVID-19 tests that are positives and the number of COVID-19-associated hospitalizations
relative to its peak a few weeks earlier; and

WHEREAS, despite these modest and recent improvements to certain of the state’s key
COVID-19 metrics relative to recent weeks, COVID-19 remains a serious threat to North Carolina
communities, as evidenced by the fact that between January 3, 2021 and January 16, 2021, ninety-
nine of North Carolina’s one hundred counties were experiencing “substantial (orange)” or
“critical (red)” COVID-19 community spread, according to the County Alert System developed
by the North Carolina Department of Health and Human Services (“NCDHHS”), which evaluates
a county’s COVID-19 case counts, percent positives, and hospital capacity; and

WHEREAS, despite the modest and recent improvements to certain of the state’s key
COVID-19 metrics relative to recent weeks, the number of daily COVID-19 cases, the percent of
total COVID-19 tests that are positive, the number of COVID-19 associated hospitalizations, and
the number of daily deaths attributable to COVID-19 remain at troublingly elevated levels; and

WHEREAS, while the recent changes to the above metrics may provide cause for
optimism in the ongoing battle against the virus, the impacts of a new variant of COVID-19,
recently detected in North Carolina, remain yet unseen; and

WHEREAS, COVID-19 continues to extract an unprecedented toll on human life in North
Carolina; and

WHEREAS, more than seven hundred thirty-three thousand (733,000) people in North
Carolina have had COVID-19, and more than eight thousand nine hundred (8,900) people in North
Carolina have died from the disease; and

WHEREAS, as of the date of this Executive Order, the undersigned and his administration
are engaged in robust vaccination efforts to distribute the state’s allocated supply of FDA-
authorized vaccines to North Carolinians, according to a priority order which takes into account
an individual’s age, their front-line exposure to the virus, and other risk factors as identified by
public health experts; and

WHEREAS, while the undersigned has marshalled all state resources towards accelerating
the state’s vaccination efforts, the current supply of the vaccine, as allocated by the federal
government, is not enough to meet demand, and as of the date of this Executive Order the amount
of vaccines administered to North Carolinians is not enough to provide widespread immunity in
the near-term; and

WHEREAS, until enough North Carolinians are vaccinated or otherwise become immune
to this devastating disease, COVID-19 will continue to cause devastating illness and death; and

WHEREAS, in light of the continuing dangers posed by COVID-19, and the need for the
state’s vaccination efforts to continue apace, it remains necessary to continue the measures of the
Modified Stay at Home Order to protect the lives of North Carolinians, to avoid further strain on
the state’s health care system capacity and other health care resources across the state; and

Continued Closure of Bars for Indoor Consumption

WHEREAS, in previous executive orders, the undersigned has ordered certain restrictions
on bars, closing indoor areas for on-site consumption, but allowing for the limited operation of
bars’ outdoor areas, as well as enabling the sale of mixed beverages for off-premise consumption
(“drinks to-go™), in an effort to provide an avenue for additional revenue for these establishments;
and
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